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Synopsis

"a ce. .. undertaken to provide earnest students of the New Testament with an exposition that is
thorough and abreast of modern scholarship and at the same time loyal to the Scriptures as the
infallible Word of God.& «"This statement reflects the underlying purpose of The New International
Commentary on the New Testament. Begun in the late 1940s by an international team of New
Testament scholars, the NICNT series has become recognized by pastors, students, and scholars
alike as a critical yet orthodox commentary marked by solid biblical scholarship within the
evangelical Protestant tradition.While based on a thorough study of the Greek text, the commentary
introductions and expositions contain a minimum of Greek references. The NICNT authors evaluate
significant textual problems and take into account the most important exegetical literature. More
technical aspects & ” such as grammatical, textual, and historical problems & ” are dealt with in
footnotes, special notes, and appendixes.Under the general editorship of three outstanding New

AN

Testament scholars & ” first Ned Stonehouse (Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia),
then F. F. Bruce (University of Manchester, England), and now Gordon D. Fee (Regent College,
Vancouver, British Columbia) & ” the NICNT series has continued to develop over the years. In
order to keep the commentary & cenewa ¢ and conversant with contemporary scholarship, the
NICNT volumes have been & ” and will be & ” revised or replaced as necessary.The newer NICNT
volumes in particular take into account the role of recent rhetorical and sociological inquiry in
elucidating the meaning of the text, and they also exhibit concern for the theology and application of
the text. As the NICNT series is ever brought up to date, it will continue to find ongoing usefulness

as an established guide to the New Testament text.
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Customer Reviews

(19104 “1990) The Rylands Professor of Biblical Criticism and Exegesis at the University of
Manchester, England. During his distinguished career he wrote numerous widely used

commentaries and books and served as the general editor of the New International C

As a young missionary teaching in a Bible college in Nigeria, | discovered F. F. Bruce on Acts. |
found it extremely valuable, but never owned a copy of my own until recently. | could not envision
teaching the book of Acts without checking out what Bruce has to say on the text. If you are looking

for THE foundational book on Acts, get F. F. Bruce.

Excellent commentary. Answers nearly every significant question that has arisen, while reading the

Greek text. Of course it's dated in some regards, but that’s easily taken into account.

This is an older version of this series, but Bruce is just so readable and clear that it has to make this
the single Acts Commentary you may want on your shelf. Actually one of those rare commentaries

you can just read through without being a greek scholar and just enjoy the comments as they come.

recommended by bestcommentaries.com

"The Book of the Acts, Revised in "The New International Commentary on the New Testament’
series, written by F. F. (Frederick Fyvie) Bruce, is an excellent addition to this series, and a worthy
follow-up to Joel Green’s commentary on "The Gospel of Luke’ in the same series. | once made two
mistaken statements about this series, commonly abbreviated as NICNT. The first is that the editors
tend to commission relatively junior scholars to do their commentaries, often as revisions of their
doctoral dissertations. The second is that the series uses the relatively old "American Standard
Version’ translation of 1901. Both Professors Green and Bruce are distinctly senior, highly qualified
commentators, both of whom contribute their own translations. As | always use the NRSV as a
primary translation, | look forward to a commentator’'s own personal translation, based on a deep

knowledge of the particular scripture. And, Professor Bruce has a deeper knowledge than most, as



he finished a commentary on the Greek text of Acts before doing this commentary.The separate
commentary on the Greek has a salutary effect on the current work, as it separates out all the
tedious philological and text critical findings for those who are primarily interested in such things.
That leaves only professor Bruce’s commentary on the literary, historical, and theological matters
we find in Luke’s Acts.Acts does not have quite as many interpretational difficulties as Luke’s
Gospel. Therefore, some commentators’ approach, such as the more recent work by Darrell Bock,
tends to obscure the relatively cleaner text by discussing many different interpretations, including
many from this volume. Like many of the commentators in "The New Interpreter’s Bible (NIB)’,
Bruce focuses on a clean and illuminating organization of the text, with excellent material for
applying the text to modern church and pastoral questions. Unlike the NIB, Bruce has excellent
references to Hebrew sources, primarily the Mishnah. If fact, it was Bruce’s commentary which
pushed me to finally get a copy of the Mishnah as an aid to understanding references to Jewish
practice in both the Hebrew and Christian scriptures.lt may not count for much in many reviewers’
evaluations, but | also find the design of the NICNT volumes’ typesetting to be superior to many
other series, especially to the Word Biblical Commentary volumes. It does little good to have
excellent material if aging eyes find it difficult to read it.Like Green’s commentary, | would suggest
Bruce’s volume over many others, with the one caveat that it is at least ten (10) years older than
several important new commentaries, such as the Anchor Bible contribution by Joseph Fitzmyer
and at least five (5) years older than Luke Timothy Johnson’s Sacra Pagina volume, and both are
important and useful for the lay or pastoral user. So, | strongly recommend this volume, used
together with Fitzmyer’'s volume or some other recent commentary. For those reviewers who do not
find much new, | sympathize with their observation, but suggest that this is more evidence for the

fact that this is a very good first (but not only) commentary on Acts for the pastoral or lay user.

Classic commentary on Acts. As a layman, | am finding it very helpful as | teach Acts. Dr. Bruce
addresses questions raised by the text without more reliance on Greek grammar than | can handle.
His approach to the theology is conservative, which | appreciate. | do not always find his references

and comparison to Luke’s gospel to be useful.

Not a very deep commentary. Very generic.

I've been using the NICNT series for several years and | would definitely recommend this particular

volume on the Book of Acts to everyone.
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